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Wakefield DQistorical Sociecy

These tweets were published weekly on Wakefield Historical Society's X (Twitter)
feed from 21st January to 13th December 2024 during our Centenary year. They
were also added to our Facebook page and the blog on our website.

They were compiled by Richard Knowles from his personal collection with a lesser
number from the Minutes of the Society. He describes his long association with the
Society:

My first connection with the Society was through the Sandal Castle excavations
and | joined the Society in the late 1960s. | became Hon. Secretary in 1973 and
remained in the post until finally stepping down in 1996 due to work commitments,
as by then | was working for a company based in Bath. | enjoyed my time as Hon.
Secretary and worked with some excellent Presidents who were collegiate and
moved the Society forward. My time in the Society provided invaluable experience
and at the same time | was active in the Monumental Brass Society and Journal
Editor for The Church Monuments Society, which led to my being elected a Fellow
of the Society of Antiquaries in 1996. | would thoroughly recommend the post of
Hon. Secretary which can be both interesting and rewarding, it amply repays any
effort put in.

Wakefield Historical Society X (Twitter):
https://x.com/WkfdHistSoc

Wakefield Historical Society Blog:
https://www.wakefieldhistoricalsociety.org.uk/about-us/blog/

Wakefield Historical Society Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/wakefieldhistoricalsocietyuk







100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
the first President

Introducing Dr J.W. Walker, our founding President in 1924. A local GP initially in his
father's practice & Hon Surgeon to Clayton Hospital. Also a renowned historian,
publishing books and articles of note.

21st January 2024



100 Years of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Sandal Castle Excavation

A significant activity of the Society in the 1960s & 70s was theT Sandal Castle
Excavations. In 1983 Wakefield Historical Publications (the Society & WMDC)
published the full excavation report.

TV personality, Magnus Magnusson, leafs throu
(secretary of Wakefield Historical Publica
Lawrence (president of WHP), and Mr J. Feiweless (

fox Lid.

TELEVISION'S
“Mastermind” personality,
Magnus Magnusson, this
week launched a major
archaeological report
covering nearly ten years
of excavations at Sandal
Castle.

Mr Magnusson
congratulated Wakefield

tions), Dr L.

gh the report watched by (from left) Mr Richard Knowles
th|e r)eport), Mrs Heather
arian),

utler (joint author of

importance of local

enthusiasm and support; both-
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Mr Magnusson was
welcomed by Wakefield
District Council's Chief
Education Officer, Mr Bl
Wright, who spoke of the co-
operation between individuals
and organisations in the public

28th January 2024
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the castle in the 17th century
and “Includes 30 specialist
reports on finds. The report
costs £30, but a cheaper,
shortened version will be
available later,

Wakefield Histor{cal
Publications is a non-profit-
making body formed hv



100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
the 50th Jear

1974 was the 50th year of the Society and here is the 1974 Council in session,
toasting the event. Can you spot the young man at the end of the table who is
giving the Gingerbread talk this week? Name any other familiar faces?
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4th February 2024



100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
first volume of the Journal

In 1974 the Society published the first Volume of the Journal. Using an image of
the Wakefield Waits badge on the cover. 2 examples of the silver badge survive
one in Wakefield Museum, the other in the John Goodchild Collection.

WAKEFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

JOURNAL

B

 Volume 1 —1974

19th February 2024



100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Project Lookback

In 1985 the Society instigated "Project Lookback" to encourage young people
to explore local history. Can anyone recall this and were you encouraged
into local history?

WAKEFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PROJECT LOOKBACK

An invitation to schools to undertake an
exploration of some aspect of

LOCAL HISTORY

to mark the 60th anniversary of
the society.

4~

1985

3rd March 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
J. W. Walker’'s bookplace.

Here, the rather splendid bookplate of our founding President, J.W. Walker FSA
from a volume from his library. A bookplate can be added to a book indicating
individual ownership.

11th March 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
500 years since the Bactle of Wakefield

1960, members of the Society were involved with this important exhibition to mark
the 500th anniversary of the Battle of Wakefield. Items being loaned by many
national institutions.

18th March 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Robin hood

In the midst of war, on March 25th 1943 J. W. Walker gave a Presidential address
on the legendary figure Robin Hood.
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24th March 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
the Sandal Castle dig

In the 1960/70s the Society was much involved with Sandal Castle. Young and not
so young members participated in the dig.

1st April 2024



100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:

Excursions in 1959

The Summer of 1959 was a good year for the Society, the Hon Excursion
Secretary, Fred Grundy had organised an interesting range of visits.

THE WAKEFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Life President: H.C. HALDANE, Esq, F.S.A.
President : Capt. W. A. CRAVEN

EXCURSIONS SUMMER 1959

Wednesday, May 20th Gainsborough Old Hall,
7 (whole day) Lincoln Cathedral and
Thoresby Hall, Ollerton
5‘% Saturday, June 20th Sledmere Hall and Boynton Hall.
2 (whole day) near Bridlington
b33 Wednesday, July 15th Wentworth-Woodhouse,
‘;. (evening) near Rotherham
e
g Saturday. August 22nd Ebberston Hall, Hackness Hall
‘,: (whole day) and Scarborough Castle
o
B Wednesday, Sept. 9th Gawthorpe Hall and
;":; (half day) Towneley Hall, Burnley
.::-‘
§; Members wishing to take part are requested to complete the attached
:," slips and return them, together with the amount due, to the Hon. Excursions
&) 7 Secretary, Spinkwell House, Horbury, Nr. Wakefield, as early as possible and
&3¢ not later than 14 days before the date of the excursion. Seats cannot
\> be
A reserved unless the full cost of the excursion is included with the application.
S The costs shown are inclusive of transport, meals (but not including morning
K coffee), entrance fees, donations and gratuities. Members may bring one or
L0 two guests, providing seats are available and an additional charge of two
13 shillings per guest is paid.
<
!:' The right is reserved to return the slips marked “Received too late” if no

seats are available in the coaches.

The coach will leave the Mechanics’ Institute, Wood Street, Wakefield
promptly at the times stated. It is essential that all persons take their sats
before the time of departure.

F. GRUNDY, Hon. Excursions Sec.

8th April 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Society Dinners

Rather grand Dinners were always an annual part of Society life with speakers to
match. Here a ticket from 1973, these were an occasion to enjoy,
particularly as dress was optional!
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14th April 2024
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100 Years of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Sandal Castle Excavation Reports

Sandal Castle was a focus for the Society in the 1960s and 70s. It attracted many
new members both young and older. Here are two early Excavation Reports, more
were to follow.

A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE HISTORY OF™ ;
AND THE 1964 EXCAVATIONS

Price  Two shillings and sixpence :
5 : i A e 4

22nd April 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Sociery Rules

In 1959 Rules were rules, they are still as relevant today. We continue to maintain
the Society's high standards some 65 years later.

o |

RULES

1. The Soclety shall be called “The Wakefield
Historical Society.”

2. The Society is established for the purpose
of aiding in the preservation of matter of historical
or antiquarian interest relating to the City of Wake-
iield and its neighbourhood including :—

(a) the searching, examination, and repro-
duction of documents and records and
ecclesiastical and public registers.

(b) the collecting of ob]ects of antiquity, books
~and coins especially associated with Wake-
field and its neighl

(© a:dmgmthepmervanonofanyold
; buildings or landmarks or plans or views
of ancient buildings likely to be demolished
2 or removed through decay, and the study ¢
- of architecture in so far as they may be
2 \,wnhlnthesoopeoftheSoclety i
~ (d) the preparation ~ genealogical and !
b:ographxcalreoonkdflocaliamlhesand
,thep:eservauonofphotographs.

“(e)” 1hedcolleu1ng and preparation of materials

27th April 2024



100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Wakefield DQiscorical Publications

It was in 1978 that Wakefield Historical Publications was founded, the first
publication being "The Coal Kings of Yorkshire" by John Goodchild.

’ OSJR\F{NGS } " ———"—
The Coal Kings
of
Yorkshire
by
John Goodchild
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5th May 2024

Wakefield Historical Publications
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
lectures by J. W. Walker

Many years before becoming our founding President in 1924,
J.W. Walker had been speaking on Wakefield history. Here in 1892 and 1900

12th May 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Civic Grust Reritage Award

Returning to Sandal Castle, in 1975 the Society was delighted to be included in a
Civic Trust Heritage Year Award for its years of work.

20th May 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Article in the Dalesman

In our fiftieth year, 1974, The Dalesman published a brief account of the Society,
written by our member Ernest Wright. Still of interest.

27th May 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Lowe hill

Wakefield's other castle, Lowe Hill. In 1953 the Society was involved in a "dig"
there with Brian Hope-Taylor and published a Report on the findings in the
same year.

EXCAVATIONS AT LOWE HILL, WAKEFIELD,

YORKSHIRE, 1953

Brian Hope-Taylor, ¥.s.A.

'Amﬂwwwwwa_dﬂqé J
cast up, where some say that one of the Earls Warren began
to build, and as fast as he builded violence of wind defaced

the work. This is like a fable. Some say that it was ;

but a windmill-hill, The place is now called Lo-

3rd June 2024



100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Samuel Buck’s Jorksbire Sketchbook.

It was in 1979 that Wakefield Historical Publications took the bold decision to
publish "Samuel Buck's Yorkshire Sketchbook". It was featured in Country Life.

COUNTRY LIFE—OCTOBER 29, 1981

NRIVALLED VISTAS

SAMUEL BUCK’S YORKSHIRE SKETCHBOOK

20th June 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Clarke Dall

Recall visiting Clarke Hall? In 1957 the Society published an illustrated history of
the Hall written by its then owner H.C. Haldane, a former President of our Society.

22nd June 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Gbe Drawings of Denry Clarke

In 1977 the Society published "The Drawings of Henry Clarke" as the Journal.
These were successful and provided a financial springboard for WHP to be formed.

r

4th July 2024
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100 Years of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Gbe GissingRouse

The Gissing House opened in 1990, the first Chair, our President, Douglas Hallam. A
delightful small museum surely worth saving for the City.

THE GISSING TRUST

welcomes you to the opening of

THE G/ISSING CEN7RE

Saturday, 5 May 1990 at 11am

Introductory remarks and welcome: Mr. Douglas Hallam, Chairman, The Gissing Trust

olmnd by: .inr.hegb Korg, University of Washington

Vote of thanks: Mr. Clifford Brook

Closing remarka: Mr. Douglas Hallam

Trust

noiting

The Gissind
has Pleasure in t

s 4

he GISSING CEP"TRE
. Westgate ° Wakefield

RRE COUSTILLAS
at Y\Ooam

11th July 2024



100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Presentation of Querns

Henry Walker, guest at the 50th Anniversary Dinner, in 1974, presented to the
Society the querns on p.18 of his father's book. Querns passed to Museum

19th July 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
removal of Queen Vicroria's statue.

In 1952 a prophetic President, H.C. Haldane commented vigorously on the first
removal of Queen Victoria's statue from the Bull Ring and remarked on "modern"
sculpture!

j? "L’Saturday, May 3, 1952 3
| MR HALDANE
| HITS OUT

statue’s removal

‘Those responsible for the
moval of the Queen Victoria
ue from the Bull Ring last

* came under fire from Wake-

| Historical Society’s acting=
ent (Mr H. C. Haldane),
at the Society’s annual

ner at the Town Hall on
ednesday, asked, ** Now we have
land in the Bull Ring, what
~golng'fto' put on it?”

ering his own question,
ldane ested scathingly
_some modern sculptor be
by the Corporation to
‘“the biggest, ugliest and
inconceivable object ever ™ .
that it could be unveiled in
tre of the island. If that
e, perhaps in another 50
time it would be moved
as the Queen had been

. Lhen he (the
*welcome’hth‘ef giﬁ??g?.kgl),'
10r use as a cattle Ir'ubbing

: 5oa on’ sup ose e

1 stop the -th? b
preserved, in time
)anclent monument * *

e

o S W |

— e

‘Haldane sajq that last yeér

Corporation

s R R

26th July 2024



100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
the €Elizabethan Grammar School

In the 1970s the Society campaigned hard to save the Elizabethan Grammar

School. By the 80s what a difference a few years made! It needs us again now.

“Woiks Ev,.PoGT | Truzs Gtn Macce 981,

PLEA NOT TO DEMOLISH
“T'HIS UNIQUE BUILDING’

THE FORMER Cathedral School in Brook Street, Wakefield, is a unique Tudor
Grammar School building — literally one of only a handful of such schools still surviving in
the North of England — says Mr Richard Knowles, secretary of Wakefield Historical Society,
following last week’s “Express” story that the trustees are to renew their efforts to redevelop
the valuable site on which the building stands.

He says: “We all hope the
deadlock may soon be resolved but
not, I hope, by the demolition of this
unique Tudor Grammar School
building — which is what the central
portion of the building comprises
after the Victorian extensions have
been removed.

“This will then leave clear to view
the robustly-constructed ~ original
medieval building, the appearance
of which can be judged as superb
from early views we have of it.”

Outside the Elizabethan Exhibition Gallery before
the opening ceremony, are (from left) Mrs. M.
Howarth, Deputy Mayoress of Wakefield, Coun.
John Pearman, Wakefield Education Committee
chairman, Coun. Mrs. W. McLoughlin, Mayor of
Wakefield, Coun. J. Howarth, Deputy Mayor Mrs. R.
Moulding, Coun. J. Smart, Wakefield Council [
leader, and the Rt. Hon. Kenneth Robinson,

Chairman of the Arts Council.

‘ABSURED"

- -
4
Praise for city’s
e B e g h =
e L Ry .~ - new showpiece

:::::o:‘.-r;ouldbenp.indnl ¥ ‘ an Mr. Kenneth Robinson
“The suggestion that the building Tt ts “enlightened and
must be sacrificed for an A drawing of the old school. ‘when he opened a
lucational fund scems  absurd s/ 200, 0 llery in the city.

phenitwoud give vy et and, n : ommemorative plague

R |

Street, a former
h century, and

new building, but
nymous structure

to preserve and
and at the same
for the area.”

ould be added to
li;ll were able to

2nd August 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Dinner menus

In the earlier days of the Society Annual Dinners were a feature of social life in the
City. The menus were minor works of art

‘Wakefield Waits' Badge.
now in the City Museum

ATIEIAY M

9th August 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
50th Anniversary Dinner

In 1974 our Society's 50th Year, a grand Dinner was arranged with the Mayor and
Philip Walker as guests. A good time was had by all.

Waketield
BHistovical Society

Founded 1924

Jubilee Dinner

28th NOVEMBER 1974
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RtAgt e A e
SUSEH AN LA Y

President : E. L. Raper, Esq., M.LS I.

16th August 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Dinner at Bolton Castle 1973

In 1973 to mark the end of the Sandal Castle excavations, 90 members in costume
attended a dinner at Bolton Castle prepared by our member Peter Brears.
A great time had by all!

24th August 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Pbil MDayestalk ac Sandal Castle

Members in the early 1970s listening to Phil Mayes speak about Sandal Castle. Can
you spot three Presidents of the Society? Observe the beauty of the stonework.

31st August 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Cbantry Chapel Frontage
Not all things turn out well. The remarkable 1340s original & superb Chantry Chapel

front at Kettlethorpe as it appeared in the 1940s and 50s before vandalism
virtually destroyed it in the 1970s.

Article from a newspaper article about 1995:

7th September 2024



100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Our President, Pam JudKkins

President, Pam Judkins came to Wakefield in 1975 as Keeper of Archaeology.
Here she is with finds from the excavation of St Swithin's chantry chapel,
now under housing.

13th September 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Jobn Goodchild

John Goodchild, historian, archivist & collector served on Council
for many years, a huge influence on our Society.
He left his vast Collection to Wakefield Council for you.

20th September 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Wakefield Flower Show Award

In the 1970s the Society was nothing if not versatile. In 1975 we gained a
Silver Medal Award at the Wakefield Flower Show.

28th September 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
1937-38 Lectures

An entertaining and erudite collection of lectures for the pre-war 1937-38 season,
with of course the feature of the Annual Dinner with principal guest.

LECTURES 1937-38

ey AT
1937

Oct. 28th (Thur.) *Heraldry—Science and Art.
The Rev. H. Lawrance, M.A.

Nov. 18th (Thur.) *Mines and Miners. :
G. F. F. Eagar, Esq., M.I1.Min.E.

Dec, 9th (Thur.) *St Paul’s Cathedral in the
Middle Ages.
The Provost of Wakefield.
1938
Jan. 27th (Thur.) Annual Dinner.
( Principal Guest, Sir Charles Peers).

Feb. 10th (Thur.) Annual Meeting.

Feb. 23rd (Wed.) *Some Old Houses in Halifax
and district.
J. W. Houseman, Esq., M.A.
(Mr Houseman will conduct
an excursion to these houses
in the summer).

Mar. 9th (Wed.) The Pilgrimage of Grace.
: Prof. G. R. Potter.

Mar. 24th (Thur.) *Sundials
dJ. Charlesworth, Esq., F.S.A.

The Lectures will be gi‘ven in the Institute of
Literature & Science, Wood Street, Walkefield,
and will commence at 7.30 p.m.

*Illustrated by Lantern Slides.

All communications concerning these Lectures
should be addessed to the Hon. Lecture
- Secretary : ‘ ’

S. H. WATERS, 5 Belmont Road,
- St John’s. Wakefield. -
Te;ebhone 2058

5th October 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
1962 Preservation of ancient buildings

It was 19 [
lewas bUi?dZinWZQn fhur then President W.A. Craven called for the preservation of
gs in the City and hoped that the remains at Sandal Castle might b
excavated. Our work never ends! M

\lNEW BUILDINGS ARE!
/- OFTEN ‘EYESORES’ :\’;

s

)‘ e Yorkshire Post Wakefield Staff \’/0.’;/‘5////2/5 ﬁ
modern-style building was a b “OST ;

C‘ M Mr. W. A. Craven, president of the “}:;e?&lshﬁi;:;?zc?%%csam :-“
AN at the Society’s annual meeting last night. He sald the ssciet . Z—é
| concerned in preserving what little remained in Wa,kefi:{dwas "_—
/| ancient pbuildings of architectural beauty. g ]
" It was inevitable that the eity must go forward with making f54
b) improvements in the streets and buildings must bé demolished to

make room for wider roads and for shops. “But we do ask that
v o P TN - where these shops are con-’
_a;m' fotT . L . 5 } %grned, the Cotfx‘xlllcil should give U,
/ em very careful vetting before
| it allows them to be built. =
A . A)A é&m LA «The Council should slmdy the r‘
design and see how it fits in with

e é ezl A M £ O#¢ | the rest of the city and not allow eye-
sores to be p:anted. We were all very 1

isappointed, when after the shops ||
M wore demolished In front of Wake: b

| field Cathedral, building was allowed ||
A) Al 43*1—2& a . B ure BT ould have been far ¢
“Surely it wouw ve (
L, % | bpetter h!ayd they left the site open. |-

T T Then we could have the view of our

M lovely cathedral,” he sald.
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12th October 2024



100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
Darold Speak and Jean Forrester

Harold Speak was President of the Society, 1968-1971 and around this time,
in association with Jean Forrester, produced some interesting works
relating to the area.

19th October 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Gbe Clarke Drawings

In 1977 the bold decision was made to publish the Clarke Drawings. We borrowed
£1500 from the late WYCC (soon repaid) and we never looked back.
It laid the foundations for WHP.

27th October 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary

In our 100th year it is pleasant to reflect on the activities of the 50th in 1974.
Despite challenging economic times there were good lectures to hear
and dinner to be had.
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1st November 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
National Daricime YJear 1982

In 1982 we drifted out to sea to consider our local maritime history in a series of
lectures by John Goodchild to mark National Maritime Year.

9th November 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
Gbe Early Jears

Here from 1929/30 are the names of those influential in the Society's activities
during those years between the wars. Anyone we know?

16th November 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Ristorical Society:
1519 Charter from Newland

100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society. Former Vice President, John Goodchild
displays the 1519 Charter from the Newland papers in his great Collection,
bearing the seal of Henry VIIIl. Shades of Wolf Hall.

23rd November 2024
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100 Jears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
50 years ago, a new President and Secretary

All those years ago, the handover in 1973, with both a new President
and Hon. Secretary taking the helm saw the drawing to a close
the first 50 years of our history.

oek (retiring sacmtary) and Mr

:nt). Seated: Mr R. Knowles (
Wﬂtnﬁ. i T (wm”f/w

30th November 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
the €Elizabethan Grammar School

From the February 1974 Minute book a record of our concerns for the Elizabethan
Grammar School building. Is it once more under threat 50 years on!
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7th December 2024
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100 Uears of Wakefield Distorical Society:
the Founding of the Society

The very first Minute of the Society records the founding on the 19th December
1924, at a meeting in the Town Hall. Hear all about it, same venue this 14th
December.




13th December 2024
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