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These tweets were published weekly on Wakefield Historical Society's X (Twitter) 
feed from 21st January to 13th December 2024 during our Centenary year. They 
were also added to our Facebook page and the blog on our website. 
 
They were compiled by Richard Knowles from his personal collection with a lesser 
number from the Minutes of the Society. He describes his long association with the 
Society: 
 
My first connection with the Society was through the Sandal Castle excavations 
and I joined the Society in the late 1960s. I became Hon. Secretary in 1973 and 
remained in the post until finally stepping down in 1996 due to work commitments, 
as by then I was working for a company based in Bath. I enjoyed my time as Hon. 
Secretary and worked with some excellent Presidents who were collegiate and 
moved the Society forward. My time in the Society provided invaluable experience 
and at the same time I was active in the Monumental Brass Society and Journal 
Editor for The Church Monuments Society, which led to my being elected a Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries in 1996. I would thoroughly recommend the post of 
Hon. Secretary which can be both interesting and rewarding, it amply repays any 
effort put in. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wakefield Historical Society X (Twitter): 
 https://x.com/WkfdHistSoc 

 
Wakefield Historical Society Blog: 

https://www.wakefieldhistoricalsociety.org.uk/about-us/blog/ 
 

Wakefield Historical Society Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/wakefieldhistoricalsocietyuk 

Wakefield Historical Society 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
the first President 

 
Introducing Dr J.W. Walker, our founding President in 1924. A local GP initially in his 

father's practice & Hon Surgeon to Clayton Hospital. Also a renowned historian, 
publishing books and articles of note. 

 
 

 
 

21st January 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Sandal Castle Excavation  

 
A significant activity of the Society in the 1960s & 70s was the Sandal Castle 
Excavations. In 1983 Wakefield Historical Publications (the Society & WMDC) 

published the full excavation report. 
 
 

 
 

28th January 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
the 50th Year 

 
1974 was the 50th year of the Society and here is the 1974 Council in session, 
toasting the event. Can you spot the young man at the end of the table who is 

giving the Gingerbread talk this week? Name any other familiar faces? 
 
 

 
 

4th February 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
first volume of the Journal  

 
In 1974 the Society published the first Volume of the Journal. Using an image of 
the Wakefield Waits badge on the cover. 2 examples of the silver badge survive 

one in Wakefield Museum, the other in the John Goodchild Collection. 
 
 

 
 

19th February 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Project Lookback  

 
In 1985 the Society instigated "Project Lookback" to encourage young people  

to explore local history. Can anyone recall this and were you encouraged  
into local history? 

 
 

 
 

3rd March 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
J. W. Walker's bookplate.  

 
Here, the rather splendid bookplate of our founding President, J.W. Walker FSA 
from a volume from his library. A bookplate can be added to a book indicating 

individual ownership. 
 
 

 
 

11th March 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  

500 years since the Battle of Wakefield 
 
 

1960, members of the Society were involved with this important exhibition to mark 
the 500th anniversary of the Battle of Wakefield. Items being loaned by many 

national institutions. 
 
 

 
 

18th March 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 12 

100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Robin Hood  

 
In the midst of war, on March 25th 1943 J. W. Walker gave a Presidential address 

on the legendary figure Robin Hood. 
 
 

 
 

24th March 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
the Sandal Castle dig  

 
In the 1960/70s the Society was much involved with Sandal Castle. Young and not 

so young members participated in the dig. 
 
 

 
 

1st April 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Excursions in 1959  

 
The Summer of 1959 was a good year for the Society, the Hon Excursion 

Secretary, Fred Grundy had organised an interesting range of visits. 
 
 

 
 

8th April 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Society Dinners  

 
 

Rather grand Dinners were always an annual part of Society life with speakers to 
match. Here a ticket from 1973, these were an occasion to enjoy, 

 particularly as dress was optional! 
 
 

 
 
 

14th April 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Sandal Castle Excavation Reports 

 
Sandal Castle was a focus for the Society in the 1960s and 70s. It attracted many 
new members both young and older. Here are two early Excavation Reports, more 

were to follow. 
 
 

 
 

22nd April 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Society Rules  

 
In 1959 Rules were rules, they are still as relevant today. We continue to maintain 

the Society's high standards some 65 years later. 
 

 
 

 
 

27th April 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Wakefield Historical Publications 

 
 

It was in 1978 that Wakefield Historical Publications was founded, the first 
publication being "The Coal Kings of Yorkshire" by John Goodchild. 

 
 

 
 

5th May 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 19 

100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
lectures by J. W. Walker 

 
 

Many years before becoming our founding President in 1924,  
J.W. Walker had been speaking on Wakefield history. Here in 1892 and 1900 

 
 
 

 
 

12th May 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Civic Trust Heritage Award 

  
 

Returning to Sandal Castle, in 1975 the Society was delighted to be included in a 
Civic Trust Heritage Year Award for its years of work. 

 
 

 
 

20th May 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Article in the Dalesman 

 
 

 In our fiftieth year, 1974, The Dalesman published a brief account of the Society, 
written by our member Ernest Wright. Still of interest. 

 
 

 
 

27th May 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Lowe Hill 

 
 

 Wakefield's other castle, Lowe Hill. In 1953 the Society was involved in a "dig" 
there with Brian Hope-Taylor and published a Report on the findings in the 

same year. 
 
 

  
 
 

3rd June 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Samuel Buck's Yorkshire Sketchbook. 

 
It was in 1979 that Wakefield Historical Publications took the bold decision to 
publish "Samuel Buck's Yorkshire Sketchbook". It was featured in Country Life. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

20th June 2024 



 24 

100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Clarke Hall 

 
  

Recall visiting Clarke Hall? In 1957 the Society published an illustrated history of 
the Hall written by its then owner H.C. Haldane, a former President of our Society. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
22nd June 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
The Drawings of Henry Clarke 

  
In 1977 the Society published "The Drawings of Henry Clarke" as the Journal. 

These were successful and provided a financial springboard for WHP to be formed. 
 

 
 

 
 

4th July 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
The Gissing House 

 
The Gissing House opened in 1990, the first Chair, our President, Douglas Hallam. A 

delightful small museum surely worth saving for the City. 
 

 
 

11th July 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Presentation of Querns 

 
Henry Walker, guest at the 50th Anniversary Dinner, in 1974, presented to the 

Society the querns on p.18 of his father's book. Querns passed to Museum 
 

 
 

19th July 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
removal of Queen Victoria's statue. 

 
 In 1952 a prophetic President, H.C. Haldane commented vigorously on the first 

removal of Queen Victoria's statue from the Bull Ring and remarked on "modern" 
sculpture! 

 

 
 

26th July 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
the Elizabethan Grammar School 

 
 In the 1970s the Society campaigned hard to save the Elizabethan Grammar 

School. By the 80s what a difference a few years made! It needs us again now. 
 
 

  
 

2nd August 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
Dinner menus 

 
 In the earlier days of the Society Annual Dinners were a feature of social life in the 

City. The menus were minor works of art 
 

 
 

 
 

9th August 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
50th Anniversary Dinner 

 
 In 1974 our Society's 50th Year, a grand Dinner was arranged with the Mayor and 

Philip Walker as guests. A good time was had by all. 
 

 
 

16th August 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
Dinner at Bolton Castle 1973 

 
In 1973 to mark the end of the Sandal Castle excavations, 90 members in costume 

attended a dinner at Bolton Castle prepared by our member Peter Brears.  
A great time had by all! 

 

 
 

 
 

24th August 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
Phil Mayes'talk at Sandal Castle 

 
Members in the early 1970s listening to Phil Mayes speak about Sandal Castle. Can 
you spot three Presidents of the Society? Observe the beauty of the stonework. 

 
 

 
 
 

31st August 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
Chantry Chapel Frontage 

 
Not all things turn out well. The remarkable 1340s original & superb Chantry Chapel 

front at Kettlethorpe as it appeared in the 1940s and 50s before vandalism 
virtually destroyed it in the 1970s. 

 

 
 

Article from a newspaper article about 1995: 
 

7th September 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
Our President, Pam Judkins 

 
President, Pam Judkins came to Wakefield in 1975 as Keeper of Archaeology.  

Here she is with finds from the excavation of St Swithin's chantry chapel,  
now under housing. 

 

 
 

13th September 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
John Goodchild 

 
John Goodchild, historian, archivist & collector served on Council  

for many years, a huge influence on our Society.  
He left his vast Collection to Wakefield Council for you.  

 

 
 
 

20th September 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
Wakefield Flower Show Award 

 
 

In the 1970s the Society was nothing if not versatile. In 1975 we gained a  
Silver Medal Award at the Wakefield Flower Show. 

 
 

 
 
 

28th September 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
1937-38 Lectures 

 
An entertaining and erudite collection of lectures for the pre-war 1937-38 season, 

with of course the feature of the Annual Dinner with principal guest. 
 

 
 

5th October 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
1962 Preservation of ancient buildings 

 
It was 1962 when our then President W.A. Craven called for the preservation of 

ancient buildings in the City and hoped that the remains at Sandal Castle might be 
excavated. Our work never ends! 

 

 
 

12th October 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
Harold Speak and Jean Forrester 

 
 

Harold Speak was President of the Society, 1968-1971 and around this time,  
in association with Jean Forrester, produced some interesting works  

relating to the area. 
 

 
 

19th October 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
The Clarke Drawings 

 
In 1977 the bold decision was made to publish the Clarke Drawings. We borrowed 

£1500 from the late WYCC (soon repaid) and we never looked back.  
It laid the foundations for WHP. 

 

 
 

27th October 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary 

 
In our 100th year it is pleasant to reflect on the activities of the 50th in 1974. 

Despite challenging economic times there were good lectures to hear  
and dinner to be had. 
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1st November 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
National Maritime Year 1982 

 
In 1982 we drifted out to sea to consider our local maritime history in a series of 

lectures by John Goodchild to mark National Maritime Year. 
 

 
 

9th November 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
The Early Years 

 
Here from 1929/30 are the names of those influential in the Society's activities 

during those years between the wars. Anyone we know? 
 

 
 

16th November 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
1519 Charter from Newland 

 
100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society. Former Vice President, John Goodchild 

displays the 1519 Charter from the Newland papers in his great Collection,  
bearing the seal of Henry VIII. Shades of Wolf Hall. 

 
 

 
 

23rd November 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society:  
50 years ago, a new President and Secretary 

 
 

All those years ago, the handover in 1973, with both a new President  
and Hon. Secretary taking the helm saw the drawing to a close  

the first 50 years of our history. 
 
 

 
 

30th November 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
the Elizabethan Grammar School 

 
From the February 1974 Minute book a record of our concerns for the Elizabethan 

Grammar School building. Is it once more under threat 50 years on! 
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7th December 2024 
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100 Years of Wakefield Historical Society: 
the Founding of the Society 

 
The very first Minute of the Society records the founding on the 19th December 

1924, at a meeting in the Town Hall. Hear all about it, same venue this 14th 
December. 
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13th December 2024 
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