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A newly printed paperback edition of this  
detailed examination of more than 200 
examples of surviving monumental effigies.

This innovative study examines and analyses the 
wealth of evidence provided by the monumental 
effigies of Yorkshire from the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, including some of very high sculptural merit. 
More than 200 examples survive from the historic 

county in varying states of preservation. Together, they present a picture of the people able to 
afford them, at a time when the county was frequently at the forefront of national politics and 
administration, during the Scottish wars.   

The corpus is of sufficient size to permit meaningful analysis to shed light on aspects such as 
personal aspiration, social networks, patterns of supply and production, piety and wealth, 
demonstrating the value of funerary monuments to the wider understanding of medieval society. 

The text is accompanied by a comprehensive catalogue, making available a substantial body 
of research for the first time. The study considers the relationship between the monuments and 
related sculpture, architecture, painting, glass etc, together  with  contemporary documentary 
evidence, where it is available. This material and the underlying methodology are now available 
to illuminate monuments of the medieval period across the whole country. Its methods and 
messages extend understanding of all monuments, broadening its potential audience from the 
purely local to everyone concerned with medieval sculpture and church archaeology.

“... a highly important and rich study, superbly researched by the authors and finely produced in a fitting 
manner by the publishers. It certainly deserves to be on the shelves of all those interested in the monumental 
effigies of Yorkshire and beyond, a worthy and essential addition to any library of medieval subjects.” 

	 —Northern History
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